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RULES  AND  REGULATJONS 


Title  33— NAVIGATION  AND 
NAVIGABLE  WATERS 

Chapter  I — Coast  Guard, 
Department  of  Transportation 
SUBCHAPTER  S — BOATING  SAFETY 
[COD  72-S4B1 

PART  173— VESSEL  NUMBERING  AND 
CASUALTY  AND  ACCIDENT  RE¬ 
PORTING 

PART  174 — STATE  NUMBERING  AND 
CASUALTY  REPORTING  SYSTEMS 

The  purpose  of  this  revision  of  Sub¬ 
chapter  S  of  Title  33,  Code  of  Federal 
Reg^ations,  is  to  prescribe  requirements 
for  numbering  vessels  and  for  reporting 
casualties  and  accidents  to  implement 
the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971  (85 
Stat.  213:  46  U.S.C.  1451,  et  seq.). 

A  notice  of  proposed  rule  making  was 
published  in  the  April  19,  1972,  issue  of 
the  Federal  Register  (37  FR.  7751) 
proposing  the  establishment  of  a  stand¬ 
ard  numbering  system  for  vessels  re¬ 
quired  to  be  numbered  imder  the  Act 
and  a  uniform  reporting  system  of 
casualties  and  accidents  involving  vessels 
subject  to  the  Act  to  be  published  in 
Parts  170  and  171  of  Subchapter  S  of 
Title  46,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations. 

On  May  17,  1972,  a  public  hearing  was 
held  in  Washington,  D.C.  to  receive  the 
views  of  interested  persons  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  regulations.  Both  before  and  after 
the  public  hearing,  written  comments 
from  interested  persons  were  received. 
The  Coast  Guard  has  considered  all  oral 
and  written  comments  before  final  action 
was  taken  on  the  pHoposal. 

Subsequent  to  the  notice  of  proposed 
rule  making  and  the  public  hearing,  a 
rule  was  published  in  the  July  7,  1972, 
issue  of  the  Federal  Register  (37  FR. 
13346)  which  established  Subchapter  S 
of  Title  33,  Code  of  Federal  Regulations. 
It  was  stated  in  that  document  that  the 
new  Subchapter  S  will  eventually  contain 
the  regulations  implementing  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971.  The  regula¬ 
tions  in  this  document  are  codified  in 
Parts  173  and  174  of  Subchapter  S  of 
Title  33,  instead  of  Parts  170  and  171  of 
Title  46,  as  proposed.  In  addition,  by  a 
document  published  on  page  21404  of  this 
Issue  of  the  Federal  Register,  Parts  171, 
172,  and  173  of  Title  46  are  revoked  be¬ 
cause  they  are  replaced  by  the  regula¬ 
tions  promulgated  in  this  document. 

The  Coast  Guard  received  15  written 
comments  on  the  proposed  regulations. 
Two  oral  statements  were  made  at  the 
public  hearing  on  the  proposals. 

One  written  comment  supported  the 
proposal.  Two  written  comments  recom¬ 
mended  changing  the  style  of  several 
sections  of  the  proposed  regulations  but 
not  the  substance.  The  style  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  regulations  follows  generally  ac¬ 
cepted  drafting  principles  and  conforms 
with  all  the  requirements  for  publication 
in  the  Federal  Register.  Since  the  sug¬ 


gested  changes  did  not  follow  these 
standards,  they  were  not  adopted. 

Four  written  comments  suggested 
changes  to  the  propMjsed  §  170.3.  Three 
of  the  comments  proposed  new  defini¬ 
tions  for  the  phrase,  “State  of  principal 
use,  in  paragraph  (h) .  One  commenter 
suggested  that  the  test  for  the  definition 
should  be  the  use  of  a  State’s  waters  for 
more  than  90  consecutive  days  during 
a  calendar  year.  This  test  was  rejected 
since  it  is  unlikely  that  all  vessels  will 
be  used  in  a  single  State  for  90  consecu¬ 
tive  days  and  some  vessels  may  not  be 
used  for  90  consecutive  days  during  a 
calendar  year.  Operators  of  vessels  used 
in  waters  which  serve  as  boundaries  be¬ 
tween  States  may  readily  break  the  string 
of  consecutive  days  by  using  the  vessel 
solely  in  the  waters  of  one  State  for  a 
day  or  so.  Accordingly,  the  test  was  found 
to  be  impractical. 

One  commenter  recommended  that  the 
definition  of  “State  of  principal  use”  be 
changed  to  read:  “State  of  principal  use 
and  State  in  which  the  vessel  is  prin¬ 
cipally  used  are  synonymous  and  mean 

(1)  the  State  on  whose  waters  a  vessel 
is  berthed  or  used  or  to  be  berthed  or 
used  most  during  a  calendar  year;  or 

(2)  the  State  determined  to  be  the  State 
of  principal  use  pursuant  to  the  provision 
of  reciprocal  agreements,  arrangements 
or  declarations  with  other  States.”  The 
definition  as  proposed  was  submitted  to 
each  State  authority  and  each  member 
of  the  Boating  Safety  Advisory  Council 
for  consideration,  comment,  and  sug¬ 
gested  changes.  The  Boating  Advisory 
Council  and  the  majority  of  the  com¬ 
ments  received  supported  the  proposed 
definition. 

One  commenter  requested  that  the 
definition  of  the  word  “Use”  in  §  170.3  (i) 
be  changed  to  be  more  specific.  The  pro¬ 
posed  definition  of  this  word  is  taken 
from  section  3(4)  of  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971  (85  Stat.  214;  46 
U.S.C.  1452),  and  could  not  be  changed. 
For  these  reasons,  no  changes  were  made 
to  the  definition  of  the  word  “Use”  or  of 
the  phrase  “State  of  principal  use.” 

Five  written  comments  were  received 
concurring  in  the  proposed  §  170.11.  One 
commenter  suggested  that  the  proposed 
exception  in  §  170.11(b)  be  changed  to 
read:  “Military  or  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  except  public  vessels  used 
for  recreational  purposes.”  The  reason 
for  the  suggested  change  was  that  rec¬ 
reational-type  public  vessels  are  often 
used  as  work  boats  but  no  datum  or  evi¬ 
dence  was  submitted  to  support  the  sug¬ 
gestion  that  this  occasional  employment 
should  exempt  such  vessels  from  the  re¬ 
quirements  of  the  law.  Since  recrea- 
tional-tytie  vessels  were  specifically  ex¬ 
cepted  from  the  exemption  granted  to 
military  and  public  vessels  and  §  170.11 
(b)  repeats  this  exemption  and  exception 
verbatim  from  section  4(c)(2)  of  the 
Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971  (85  Stat. 
215,  46  U.S.C.  1453(c)(2)),  no  change 
was  made. 

One  comment  concerning  the  excep¬ 
tions  to  the  applicability  listed  In  §  170.11 
was  that  all  imdocumented  vessels  should 


be  nimbered  and  suggested  that  such 
numbering  could  be  accomplished  with¬ 
out  cost  to  the  Government.  Another 
comment  concerning  8§  170.11  and  170.71 
requested  that  recreational-type  vessels 
owned  by  nonappropriated  fund  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Armed  Forces  be  exempted 
from  numbering  fees.  Both  comments 
were  rejected  for  the  following  reasons: 
Section  17  of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 
Act  of  1971  requires  an  undocumented 
vessel  equipped  with  propulsion  machin¬ 
ery  of  any  type  to  have  a  number  issued 
by  the  proper  issuing  authority  in  the 
State  in  which  the  vessel  is  principally 
used,  but  section  4(c)  of  the  Act  excepts 
from  the  applicability  of  the  act — 

1.  Foreign  vessels  temporarily  using 
waters  subject  to  the  United  States  juris¬ 
diction; 

2.  Military  or  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  except  recreational-type 
public  vessels; 

3.  A  vessel,  whose  owner  is  a  State  or 
subdivision  thereof,  which  is  used  prin¬ 
cipally  for  governmental  purposes,  and 
which  is  clearly  identifiable  as  such;  and 

4.  Ships’ lifeboats. 

The  exceptions  listed  in  §  170.11  follow 
section  4(c)  of  the  Act.  Although  the  Act 
and  the  proposed  regulations  require  the 
numbering  of  certain  mechanically  pro¬ 
pelled  vessels,  the  States  may  require  the 
numbering  of  vessels  not  specifically  ex¬ 
cepted,  such  as  vessels  without  propul¬ 
sion  machinery.  A  fee  may  be  waived 
without  exempting  a  vessel  or  class  of 
vessels  from  numbering  by  the  provisions 
of  section  19(a)  of  the  Act.  TTie  provi¬ 
sions  of  section  19(b)  of  the  Act  permit 
a  State,  but  do  not  require  it,  to  exempt 
the  same  class  of  vessels  exempted  by 
the  Coast  Guard.  The  Coast  Guard  does 
not  intend  to  collect  a  fee  for  number¬ 
ing  vessels  owned  by  nonappropriated 
fund  activities  of  the  Armed  Forces  in 
States  where  the  Coast  Guard  is  the  is¬ 
suing  authority.  The  States  may  also 
issue  numbers  to  such  vessels  at  no  cost. 

The  above  comments  did  not  mention 
the  number  of  recreation-type  vessels 
owned  by  nonappropriated  fund  activi¬ 
ties  of  the  Armed  Forces,  where  they  are 
principally  used,  or  the  magnitude  of  the 
problem,  if  one  exists.  If  further  experi¬ 
ence  under  these  regulations  shows  a 
substantial  problem,  it  may  be  necessary 
to  propose  further  regulations  concern¬ 
ing  the  approval  of  State  numbering  sys¬ 
tems. 

One  comment  suggested  the  deletion 
8 170.11(c)  on  the  basis  that  vessels 
belonging  to  a  State  or  political  subdivi¬ 
sion  of  a  State  should  not  be  exempted 
from  the  numbering  requirements.  Since 
8  170.11  follows  the  exemption  in  sec¬ 
tion  (4)  (c)  (3)  of  the  Act,  the  suggestion 
was  not  adopted. 

'  One  written  comment  suggested  that 
the  wording  “required  to  be  documented” 
be  deleted  in  88  170.11(e)  and  170.77(b) 
(1)  because  this  requirement  is  based  on 
admeasurement.  Certain  vessels  of  5  net 
tons  and  over  are  required  by  existing  law 
and  regulation  to  be  documented  due  to 
their  emplosnnent  or  use.  Since  section 
17  of  the  Act  applies  to  imdocumented 
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vessels,  documented  vessels  should  not  be 
subject  to  both  a  requirement  to  be  docu¬ 
mented  and  a  reqtdrement  to  be  num¬ 
bered.  Accordingly,  no  change  was  made 
to  S  170.11(e)  or  to  S  170.77(b)  (1) . 

One  written  comment  recommended 
that  S  170.13(a)  be  changed  to  read,  “A 
motorboat  that  is  used  exclusively  for 
racing.”  The  change  was  recommended 
to  elinmate  from  the  exemption  sailing 
vessels  equipped  with  propulsion  ma¬ 
chinery  which  were  not  being  used  ex¬ 
clusively  for  racing.  The  exemption  from 
numbering  as  proposed  is  effective  only 
where  the  Coast  Guard  issues  numbers 
to  vessels.  A  State  imder  the  provisions 
of  section  19(b)  of  the  Act  and  S  171.11 
(b)  and  (c)  of  the  proposed  regiilations 
may  number  such  vessels.  For  this  rea¬ 
son  no  change  was  made  to  §  170.13(a). 

One  written  comment  submitted  in 
support  of  an  oral  comment  objected  to 
the  exemption  for  yacht  tenders  in  the 
proposed  S  170.13(b)  on  the  basis  that 
it  is  contrary  to  the  intent  of  Congress. 
The  objection  was  considered  in  light  of 
the  le^slative  history  of  the  Federal 
Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971.  In  the  Commit¬ 
tee  on  Commerce  report  of  July  8,  1971 
(Senate  Committee  Report  92-248,  92d 
Congress,  25(1971)),  the  following  is 
stated:  “During  the  course  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee’s  consideration  of  the  bill,  it  was 
suggested  that  this  section  be  amended 
to  provide  that  a  dinghy  or  similar  boat 
which  is  auxiliary  to  a  larger  numbered 
boat  carry  an  identical  number  to  the 
larger  boat,  perhaps  using  a  prefix  or 
sufiBx  to  distinguish  it  from  the  mother 
vessel.  The  purpose  of  such  a  provi¬ 
sion  would  be  to  reduce  the  burden  on 
the  boatman  of  obtaining  more  than 
one  number  for  what  is  essentially  a  sin¬ 
gle  boat  and  ancillary  equipment.  In  a 
letter  dated  June  11,  1971,  the  Coast 
Guard  recommended  that  this  purpose 
be  accomplished  by  regulations  rather 
than  by  amendment  to  the  bill.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  adopted  the  Coast  Guard’s  recom¬ 
mendation  in  this  regard  and  anticipates 
that  regulations  accomplishing  this  ob¬ 
jective  will  be  promulgated  as  part  of 
the  standard  nmnbering  system  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  Secretary  under  this  sec¬ 
tion."  Since  Congress  approved  this  ex¬ 
emption,  no  change  was  made  to  §  170.13 
(b). 

A  written  comment  requested  that  an 
additional  exemption  from  the  number¬ 
ing  requirements  be  added  to  the  pro¬ 
posed  §  170.13  for  training  vessels  loaned 
by  manufacturers  for  a  10-day  period  to 
a  national  nonprofit  organization.  The 
reason  given  for  requesting  the  exemp¬ 
tion  is  that  numbering  of  consigned  craft 
would  create  a  number  of  difficulties 
when  transferring  them  back  to  the 
manufacturers.  The  requested  amend¬ 
ment  to  §  170.13  was  not  approved  for 
the  following  reasons;  First,  the  exemp¬ 
tion  requested  by  this  organization 
would  apply  only  when  the  CToast  Guard 
is  the  issuing  authority  since  a  State  is 
under  no  requirement  to  exempt  from 
their  numbering  provisions  Einy  vessel  or 
class  of  vessel  that  has  been  exempted  by 
the  Coast  Guard.  Second,  any  difficulties 
involved  in  transferring  such  consigned 
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vessels  back  to  the  manufacturer  could 
be  eliminated  by  the  use  of  the  temporary 
certificate,  as  provided  in  S  170.75,  with 
the  permission  of  the  Issuing  authority. 

One  comment  was  directed  to  8§  170.- 
15(a)  and  170.19  to  add  a  requirement 
that  the  certificate  of  number  be  current. 
The  requirement  that  the  certificate  be 
valid  is  provided  in  §  170.21  and  inclusion 
of  this  requirement  in  other  sections  of 
the  regulations  would  be  redundant.  For 
this  reason  the  suggested  change  to 
§S  170.15(a)  and  170.19  was  not  adopted. 

One  comment  suggested  that  §  170.17 
be  rewritten  as  submitted  by  the  com- 
menter.  ’The  proposed  section  quotes  18 
(c)  and  (d)  of  the  Act  for  the  reciprocity 
requirements.  ’This  permits  the  States  to 
implement  the  requirements  within  the 
framework  of  the  law.  For  this  reason 
no  change  was  made  to  §  170.17. 

Six  written  comments  and  one  oral 
comment  were  directed  to  §  170.27(b) 
which  provides  that  a  vessel  being  used 
by  a  manufacturer  or  by  a  dealer  for 
testing  or  demonstrating  could  have  the 
number  “available  to  be  shown  upon  de¬ 
mand,”  as  an  alternative  to  having  the 
number  permanently  attached  or  having 
the  number  painted  on  or  attached  to 
removable  plates  that  are  temporarily 
but  firmly  attached  to  each  side  of  the 
forward  half  of  the  vessel.  One  of  the 
comments  recommended  retentiOTi  of  the 
provision  and  the  others  recommended 
its  deletion.  The  comments  pointed  out 
the  enforcement  difficulties  where  such 
vessels  are  involved  and  the  public  re¬ 
lations  problems.  ’The  Coast  (3uard  has 
foimd  merit  in  these  contentions.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  the  Coast  Guard  has  found  that 
the  proposed  regulation  is  contrary  to  the 
requirements  of  section  21  of  the  Act. 
Accordingly,  §  170.27(b)  is  amended  to 
delete  the  words,  “or  be  available  to  be 
shown  upon  demand.” 

One  written  comment  suggested  the 
addition  of  a  new  paragraph  (e)  to 
§  170.27  to  read  as  follows:  “This  section 
does  not  apply  to  canoes,  kayaks,  or 
other  small  boats  equipped  with  electric 
motors  or  engines  less  than  5  horse¬ 
power.”  This  suggestion  was  not  adopted 
because  it  is  in  conflict  with  section  17 
of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971, 
which  requires  the  numbering  of  an  un¬ 
documented  vessel  equipped  with  pro¬ 
pulsion  machinery. 

One  comment  suggested  an  addition  to 
the  proposed  §  170.33  to  require  the  val¬ 
idation  sticker  be  removed  from  a  vessel 
when  removal  of  the  number  was  re¬ 
quired.  ’The  change  was  recwnmended 
to  prevent  the  unlawful  use  of  validation 
stickers.  The  comment  was  adopted  and 
insertion  of  the  recommended  require¬ 
ment  has  been  made  in  S  170.33. 

One  cmnment  concerned  a  problem 
created  in  the  proposed  §  170.35  by  the 
required  fastening  of  the  validation 
sticker  on  inflatable  boats.  ’The  ccxn- 
menter  pointed  out  that  stickers  ixi  such 
boats  become  wrinkled  and  tom,  not 
being  able  to  withstand  the  repeated 
foldings  of  the  hull.  The  comment  sug¬ 
gested  that  infiatable  vessels  have  valida¬ 
tion  stickers  affixed  to  the  transom.  ’Ihe 
problem  was  considered  by  the  Coast 


21.397 

Guard  in  view  of  the  comment  made  and 
the  problem  that  would  be  created  for 
law  enforcement  forces  by  affixing  the 
validation  sticker  on  infiataUe  vessels 
in  a  different  location  than  other  vessels. 
The  validatlOTi  sticker  and  the  vessel 
number  must  be  readily  visible  to  iden¬ 
tify  the  vessel.  As  manufacturers  of  some 
infiatable  boats  already  make  provision 
for  oar  locks,  handrails,  mounting  of 
windshields,  and  other  features  which 
are  not  inflatable,  a  provision  for  the 
placement  of  a  validation  sticker  on  an 
infiatable  vessel  on  an  attached  plate  or 
molded  panel  on  the  bow  is  more  accept¬ 
able  to  the  Coast  Guard.  Accordingly, 
the  recwnmended  change  to  §  170.35  was 
not  adc^ted. 

Eight  written  comments  and  one  oral 
comment  objected  to  the  proposed 
§§  170.35  and  171.15  that  required  valida¬ 
tion  stickers  Issued  with  the  certificate 
of  number  to  be  displayed  within  3  inches 
aft  of  the  number  and  in  line  with  the 
number.  The  commenters  pointed  out 
that  the  proposed  requirement  if  adopted 
would  necessitate  the  changing  of  val¬ 
idation  stickers  on  a  large  number  of 
boats  cxirrently  numbered.  ’The  Coast 
Guard  accepted  the  comments  and 
changed  S9  170.35  and  171.15  to  require 
the  validation  sticker  to  be  displayed 
within  6  inches  of  the  number. 

One  comment  was  directed  to  the 
wording  of  5  170.51(b)  suggesting  that 
“certificate  of  inspection”  should  be 
defined.  A  definition  of  “certificate  of 
inspection”  was  not  included  In  these 
regulations  since  the  term  is  defined  in 
each  part  of  the  regulations  where  it  is 
applied.  In  general,  only  commercial 
vessels  and  very  large  seagoing  vessels 
are  Inspected  by  the  Coast  Guard,  and 
“certificate  of  inspection”  is  a  well- 
known  term  in  the  maritime  community. 
Table  2.01-7 (a)  of  'Title  46,  Code  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Regulations  lists  the  classes  of  ves¬ 
sels  examined  or  inspected  under  various 
Coast  Guard  Regulations.  This  table  is 
repeated  in  other  sections  of  title  46  in 
the  regulations  concerning  the  inspec¬ 
tion  of  tank  vessels,  passenger  vessels, 
small  passenger  vessels,  and  cargo  and 
miscellaneous  vessels.  A  repetition  of  the 
detailed  regulations  and  tables  covering 
the  inspectimi  of  vessels  in  these  regula¬ 
tions,  which  primarily  relate  to  small 
recreational  vessels  that  are  not  in¬ 
spected  by  the  Coast  Guard  or  issued  a 
certificate  of  inspection,  is  not  considered 
necessary  or  appropriate.  For  this  rea¬ 
son,  the  comment  was  not  adopted. 

One  written  comment  questioned  the 
requirement  in  95  170.53(a)(3)  and 
170.57  that  the  name  of  a  vessel  in  addi¬ 
tion  to  the  number  be  listed  in  a  casualty 
or  accident  report.  The  commenter’s 
position  was  that  the  name  is  superfluous 
when  a  vessel  is  numbered.  The  casualty 
reporting  system  as  proposed  requires 
reports  from  both  numbered  and  unnum¬ 
bered  vessels.  ’The  requirement  for  the 
involved  vessel’s  name  will  provide  addi¬ 
tional  identification  of  a  numbered  vessel 
and  the  only  Identification  of  an  imnum- 
bered  vessel.  For  this  reason  the  sugges¬ 
tion  was  not  adopted. 
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One  written  comment  recommended 
that  the  reporting  requirement  in 
§  170.55(a)  (3)  exclude  damage  due  to 
vandalism.  The  Coast  Guard  decided  not 
to  change  the  word  “occurrence”  to  a 
more  restrictive  word  since  the  reporting 
of  casualties  and  accidents  must  encom¬ 
pass  a  great  variety  of  “occurrences.”  In 
addition,  a  vandalism  of  a  vessel  that 
results  in  damages  in  excess  of  $100 
should  be  reported  so  the  authorities 
may  take  appropriate  and  necessary 
action. 

Two  written  comments  and  one  oral 
comment  proposed  an  increase  of  the 
reportable  property  damage  from  $100  to 
$200  in  S  170.55(a)(3).  The  reporting  of 
property  damage  over  $100  is  required  by 
existing  regulations  which  have  been  in 
force  for  a  number  of  years.  It  has  been 
demonstrated  that  the  minimum  report¬ 
ing  requirement  for  property  damage  in 
order  to  administer  effective  boating 
safety  programs  is  at  least  $100.  The 
need  for  reports  of  lesser  amounts  of 
property  damage  is  demonstrated  by  the 
requirements  of  several  States,  of  reports 
of  damage  of  $25  or  more.  Accordingly, 
the  Coast  Guard  determined  the  higher 
limit  would  not  be  conducive  to  the  in¬ 
tended  results  of  the  requirement  and 
rejected  the  suggestion. 

Three  written  comments  proposed 
amending  §  170.55  (a)(2)  and  (b)(2). 
Two  of  the  comments  requested  the  dele¬ 
tion  of  the  requirement  to  submit  an 
accident  report  when  as  a  result  of  an 
accident  that  involves  the  vessel  or  its 
equipment  a  person  loses  consciousness. 
The  other  comment  requested  clarifica¬ 
tion.  The  Coast  Guard  has  determined 
that  the  individual  States  have  the  need 
for  reports  of  serious  Injuries  to  supply 
statistics  on  aid  and  m^ical  attention. 
This  need  has  been  expressed  in  the  past 
to  the  Coast  Guard  by  a  group  of  State 
boating  law  administrators.  Although  the 
States  could  still  require  such  reports, 
even  if  the  proposed  requirement  for 
such  reports  were  deleted,  the  suggested 
amendment  to  §  170.55  (a)  (2)  and  (b) 
(2)  was  not  adopted  in  order  to  promote 
uniformity  in  reporting  requirements 
and  accident  statistics. 

One  comment  suggested  that  the  words 
“medical  treatment”  in  §  170.55  (a)  (2) 
and  (b)  (2)  be  defined.  The  proposed  reg¬ 
ulations  were  developed  to  insure  that 
all  injuries  other  than  very  minor  in¬ 
juries  would  be  reported.  The  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  definition  for  these  words 
would  be  sup)erfiuous  since  they  have  no 
other  meaning  than  their  common  usage. 
In  general,  all  injuries  requiring  aid  or 
attention  by  a  physician  or  other  person 
trained  to  practice  medicine  or  admin¬ 
ister  treatment  is  required  to  be  re¬ 
ported.  For  this  reason  the  comment 
was  not  adopted. 

Three  written  comments  proposed 
changing  §§  170.57  and  171.103  to  sim¬ 
plify  the  accident  report  form  for  minor 
accidents.  For  uniformity,  only  one  acci¬ 
dent  reporting  form  has  been  prescribed. 
The  information  contained  in  the  form, 
as  proposed  in  the  regulations  and  the 
casualty  reporting  system.  Is  intended 
to  be  a  major  source  of  information  for 


the  determinations  that  must  be  made  as 
to  promulgation  of  standards  or  regu¬ 
lations,  or  other  appropriate  action  to 
be  taken  to  promote  boating  safety.  The 
report  form  prescribes  only  the  minimum 
information  necessary  to  fulfill  all  re¬ 
quirements  of  an  effective  boating  safety 
program  and  the  suggestions  were  not 
adopted. 

One  written  comment  suggested  that 
the  examples  of  the  type  of  vessel  opera¬ 
tion  to  be  listed  on  the  accident  report 
in  §  170.57 (u)  include  “skiing  or  rac¬ 
ing.”  The  operation  of  the  vessel  at  the 
time  of  an  accident  or  casualty  is  of  im¬ 
portance  in  determining  causative  fac¬ 
tors.  For  this  reason,  the  comment  was 
adopted. 

One  written  comment  directed  to 
§8  170.59  and  170.29  suggested  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  a' requirement  that  notification 
be  made  to  the  issuing  authority  of  the 
“destruction  or  abandonment  of  the 
vessel.”  The  provision  for  this  notifica¬ 
tion  exists  in  §  170.29  to  assure  that  the 
issuing  authority  is  properly  notified  of 
changes  affecting  the  administration  of 
its  numbering  system.  Section  170.59  re¬ 
quires  notification  to  the  proper  report¬ 
ing  authority  when  an  accident  or  cas¬ 
ualty  occurs  and  there  is  damage  to  a 
vessel  and  other  property  damage  total¬ 
ing  more  than  $100.  Since  the  suggested 
change  is  already  incorporated  in  both 
sections,  no  amendment  was  made. 

One  comment  pointed  out  a  typo¬ 
graphical  error  in  §■  170.73(a)  and  the 
phrase  “prescribed  or  the  issuing  author¬ 
ity”  was  corrected  by  changing  the  word 
“or”  to  the  word  “by”. 

One  written  comment  prop>osed  chang¬ 
ing  §  170.77  to  invalidate  the  certificate 
of  number  when  the  person  whose  name 
appears  on  the  certificate  involuntarily 
loses  his  interest  in  a  vessel  by  legal 
process.  This  proposed  amendment  was 
adopted  and  included  in  a  new  para¬ 
graph  (e)  in  §  170.77. 

One  written  comment  objected  to  fees 
for  numbering  of  small  boats  using  pro¬ 
pulsion  machinery  of  less  than  10  horse¬ 
power.  Since  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act 
of  1971  requires  the  numbering  of  an 
imdocumented  vessel  equipped  with  pro¬ 
pulsion  machinery  and  authorizes  the 
issuing  authority  to  establish  fees  to 
carry  out  the  intent  of  the  Act,  the  com¬ 
ment  could  not  be  acted  upon.  The  fees 
charged  by  the  Coast  Guard  under 
§  170.85  are  $6  for  a  number  and  two 
validation  stickers  for  a  3-year  period 
and  cover  only  the  administrative  costs 
of  the  Coast  Guard  numbering  program. 

One  written  comment  proposed  chang¬ 
ing  §  171.13  by  adding  the  requirements 
prescribed  in  §  170.77  validity  of  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number  to  the  requirements  of  a 
State  numbering  system.  The  proposed 
suggestion  was  approved  and  a  new  par¬ 
agraph  (k)  was  added  to  §  171.13  incor¬ 
porating  §  170.77  by  reference. 

Two  written  comments  and  one  oral 
statement  were  directed  to  §  171.17.  The 
suggestions  included  that  the  name  of 
the  engine  manufacturer  be  eliminated 
and  the  place  of  manufacture  and  the 
name  and  address  of  the  person  from 
whom  the  vessel  was  purchased  be  added. 


One  comment  suggested  the  deletion  of 
State  of  principal  use  and  citizenship. 
The  comments  were  considered  in  light 
of  the  wide  dissemination  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  regulations  and  prior  development 
work  with  each  State  and  the  members 
of  the  Boating  Safety  Advisory  CounciL 
The  Coast  Guard  considered  the  infor¬ 
mation  on  the  application  to  be  the  min¬ 
imum  necessary  for  administration  of  the 
Federal  boating  safety  program  and  de¬ 
termined  that  none  of  the  items  in  ques¬ 
tion  should  be  eliminated.  It  was  also 
determined  that  the  information  re¬ 
quested  to  be  added  is  available  from 
other  sources;  however,  each  approved 
State  may  add  additional  information 
considered  to  be  necessary.  Accordingly, 
none  of  the  suggestions  were  adopted. 

Three  comments  objected  to  the  in¬ 
formation  requirement  in  §  171.17(a)  (3) 
of  the  date  of  birth  of  the  owner  of  a 
vessel  applying  for  a  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber.  Since  this  requirement  is  one  of  the 
methods  of  verification  of  identity,  the 
suggestion  to  delete  this  requirement 
was  rejected. 

One  comment  recommended  that  the 
different  types  of  commercial  usage  listed 
in  §  171.17(a)(8)  be  eliminated  in  favor 
of  just  one  term,  “commercial,”  The  or¬ 
dinary  commercial  uses  of  a  vessel  were 
included  in  the  proposed  regulations  as 
examples  of  the  specificity  required.  The 
need  to  identify  vessels  or  classes  of  ves¬ 
sels,  together  with  their  use  or  employ¬ 
ment  is  important  for  law  enforcement 
and  for  determining  problem  areas  in 
boating  safety  that  may  require  prevent¬ 
ative  measures.  Accordingly,  the  sug¬ 
gested  substitution  was  rejected. 

Two  written  comments  suggested  that 
the  information  in  §  171.17(a)  (10)  in¬ 
clude  “model  year,”  The  suggestion  was 
adopted. 

Two  written  comments  from  State 
Boating  Administrators  suggested  that 
the  authorization  in  §  171.19(b)  to  omit 
information  from  a  certificate  of  number 
if  the  manufacturers  hull  Identification 
number  is  plainly  marked  on  the  certifi¬ 
cate  be  deleted.  The  information  that 
may  be  omitted  is  available  on  the  appli¬ 
cation  for  a  certificate  of  number  and 
may  be  referenced  or  found  through  the 
use  of  the  manufacturers  hull  identifica¬ 
tion  number.  Nevertheless,  a  State  may 
require  the  additional  information  on 
the  certificate  of  number.  Accordingly, 
the  suggestion  was  not  approved. 

One  comment  directed  to  §  171.19  sug¬ 
gested  the  deletion  of  “State  of  principal 
use.”  “year  vessel  was  manufactured,” 
and  “TVpe  of  vessel.”  Section  17  of  the 
Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971  provides 
that  a  vessel  shall  have  a  number  issued 
in  the  State  in  which  the  vessel  is  prin¬ 
cipally  used.  Difficulties  would  be  created 
in  law  enforcement  if  no  information 
on  the  certificate  of  number  was  avail¬ 
able  to  show  the  State  of  principal  use. 
A  provision  has  been  provided  by  §  171.- 
19(b)  to  permit  the  omission  of  certain 
items  of  information  from  the  certificate 
if  the  vessel  has  a  manufacturers  hull 
identification  number  which  is  plainly 
marked  on  the  certificate.  This  provision 
would  enable  an  issuing  authority  to  omit 
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the  other  information  desired  to  be  de¬ 
leted.  For  this  reason,  the  suggestion  was 
rejected. 

One  comment  recommended  the  size  of 
the  certificate  in  §  171.25  be  left  up  to  the 
individual  States,  and  one  comment  sug¬ 
gested  that  due  to  the  amoimt  of  infor¬ 
mation  required  to  be  on  the  certificate, 
tlie  size  of  the  certificate  should  be  re¬ 
considered.  The  size  of  the  certificate  is 
unchanged  from  that  required  by  exist¬ 
ing  regulations  which  have  been  in  effect 
for  a  number  of  years.  Subsection  20(a) 
of  the  Federal  Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971 
requires  that  the  certificate  of  number 
be  pNxket  size.  The  contents  of  the  cer¬ 
tificate  has  been  expanded  from  earlier 
requirements  to  include  the  manufac¬ 
turers  hull  Identification  number  and 
the  type  of  vessel.  In  consideration  of 
this  additional  information,  a  provision 
was  included  in  §  171.19(b)  to  permit  the 
omission  of  certain  information  from 
the  certificate  if  the  manufacturers  hull 
identification  number  is  plainly  marked 
on  the  certificate.  Accordingly,  the  sug¬ 
gestions  were  rejected. 

The  proposed  regulations  were  pro¬ 
vided  to  each  State  fw  review  and  com¬ 
ment  before  publi.shing  them  in  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register  as  'a  notice  of  proposed 
rule  making.  Each  comment  was  ccm- 
sidered  in  preparing  the  proposed  regu¬ 
lations.  The  Boating  Safety  Advisory 
Coimcil  has  been  consulted  and  its  opin¬ 
ion  and  advice  have  been  considered  in 
the  formulation  of  these  regulations. 
The  transcript  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Boating  Safety  Advisory 
Council  during  which  these  regulations 
were  discussed  is  available  for  examina¬ 
tion  in  Room  6240,  U.S.  Coast  Guard 
Headquarters,  Department  of  Trans¬ 
portation  Building,  400  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  DC  20590.  The  min¬ 
utes  of  the  meeting  are  available  from 
the  Executive  Director,  Boating  Safety 
Advisory  Council,  at  this  address. 

After  consideration  of  all  relevant 
matters,  the  amendments  proposed  in 
the  April  19,  1972,  issue  of  the  Federal 
Register  (37  F.R.  7751)  are  hereby 
adopted,  subject  to  the  following 
changes; 

(1)  The  regulations  in  this  document 
are  codified  in  Parts  173  and  174  instead 
of,  as  proposed,  in  Parts  170  and  171,  and 
contained  in  Subchapter  S  of  Title  33, 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations  instead  of 
Subchapter  S  of  Title  46,  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations. 

(2)  In  paragraph  (b)  of  S  173.27  (pro¬ 
posed  as  §  170.27),  the  words  "or  be 
available  to  be  shown  up<Hi  demand”  are 
deleted. 

(3)  In  S  173.33  (proposed  as  S  170.33), 
the  words  “remove  the  number  from  the 
vessel  when  *  •  •”  are  changed  to  read 
“remove  the  number  and  validation 
sticker  from  the  vessel  when  •  •  •” 

(4)  In  §  173.35  (prcHiosed  as  S  170.35), 
the  words  “within  3  inches  aft  of  the 
number  and  in  line  with  the  number”  are 
changed  to  read  “within  6  inches  of  the 
number”. 

(5)  In  paragraph  (u)  of  S  173.57  (pro¬ 
posed  as  S  170.57(u) ),  the  words  “(cruis¬ 


ing,  drifting,  fishing,  himting,  or  other)” 
are  changed  to  read  “(cruising,  drifting, 
fishing,  hunting,  skiing,  racing,  or 
other) .” 

(6)  In  paragraph  (a)  of  S  173.73  (pro¬ 
posed  as  §  170.73(a)),  the  word  “or”  is 
changed  to  “by.” 

(7)  In  S  173.77  (proposed  as  S  170.77), 
a  new  paragraph  (e)  is  added  to  read  as 
follows: 

“(e)  nie  certificate  of  number  is  in¬ 
valid  when  the  person  whose  name  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  certificate  involuntarily 
loses  his  interest  by  legal  process.” 

(8)  In  §  174.13  (propos^  as  §  171.13), 
paragraph  (k)  is  added  to  read  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “(k)  Section  173.77  Validity  of 
certificate  of  number.” 

(9)  In  paragraph  (a)  of  §  174.15  (pro¬ 
posed  as  §  171.15),  the  words  “displayed 
aft  of  the  number”  are  changed  to  read 
“displayed  within  6  inches  of  the 
number.” 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing,  Sub- 
chapter  S,  of  Title  33  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations,  is  amended  by  adding  Parts 
173  and  174  to  read  as  follows: 

Subpart  A — General 

Sec. 

173.1  Purpose. 

173.3  Definitions. 

Subpart  B — Numbering 

173.11  AppllcabUlty. 

173.13  Exemptions. 

173.15  Vessel  number  required. 

173.17  Reciprocity. 

173.19  Other  numbers  prohibited. 

173.21  Certificate  of  number  required. 

173.23  Inspection  of  certificate. 

173.25  Location  of  certificate  of  number. 
173.27  Numbers:  Display;  size;  color. 

173.29  Notification  to  Issuing  authority. 
173.31  Surrender  of  certificate  of  number. 
173.33  Removal  of  number. 

173.35  Coast  Guard  validation  sticker. 

Subpart  C — Casualty  and  Accident  Reporting 
173.51  AppllcabUlty. 

173.53  Immediate  notification  of  death  or 
disappearance. 

173.55  Report  of  casualty  or  accident. 

173.57  Casualty  or  accident  report. 

173.59  Where  to  report. 

Subpart  0 — Issue  of  Certificate  of  Number 

173.71  Application  for  certificate  of  number. 
173.73  Duplicate  certificate  of  number. 

173.75  Temporary  certificate. 

173.77  Validity  of  certificate  of  number. 
173.79  Expiration  of  Coast  Guard  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number. 

173.81  Coast  Guard  forms  for  numbering 
and  casualty  reporting. 

173.83  Availability  of  Coast  Guard  forms. 
173.85  Coast  Guard  fees. 

Appendix  A — Issuing  authorities  and  report¬ 
ing  authorities. 

Authoritt:  The  provisions  of  this  Part  173 
Issued  under  sections  18  and  39,  85  Stat.  213, 
220,  228:  46  UA.C.  1451,  1467,  1488;  49  CFR 
1.46(0)  (1). 

Subpart  A — General 
§  173.1  Purpose. 

This  part  prescribes  requirements  for 
numbering  vessels  and  for  reporting 
casualties  and  accidents  to  Implement 
sections  17,  18,  and  37  of  the  Federal 
Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971. 


§  173.3  Deftnitions. 

As  used  in  this  part: 

(a)  “Act”  means  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971  (85  Stat.  213;  46  U.S.C. 
1451,etseq.). 

(b)  “Issuing  authority”  means  a  State 
that  has  a  numbering  system  approved 
by  the  Coast  Guard  or  the  Coast  Guard 
where  a  number  system  has  not  been 
approved.  Issuing  authorities  are  listed 
in  Appendix  A  of  this  part. 

(c)  “Operator”  means  the  person  who 
is  in  control  or  in  charge  of  a  vessel 
while  it  is  in  use. 

(d)  “Owner”  means  a  person  who 
claims  lawful  possession  of  a  vessel  by 
virtue  of  legal  title  or  equitable  interest 
therein  which  entitles  him  to  such 
possession. 

(e)  “Person”  means  an  individual, 
firm,  partnership,  corporation,  company, 
association,  joint-stock  association,  or 
governmental  entity  and  includes  a 
trustee,  receiver,  assignee,  or  similar 
representative  of  any  of  them. 

(f)  “Reporting  authority”  means  a 
State  that  has  a  numbering  system  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Coast  Guard  or  the  Coast 
Guard  where  a  numbering  system  has 
not  been  approved.  Reporting  authorities 
are  listed  in  Appendix  A  of  this  part. 

(g)  “State”  means  a  State  of  the 
United  States,  the  Commonwealth  of 
Puerto  Rico,  the  Virgin  Islands.  Guam, 
American  Samoa,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia. 

(h)  “State  of  principal  use”  means  the 
State  on  whose  waters  a  vessel  Is  used  or 
to  be  used  most  during  a  calendar  year. 

(i)  “Use”  means  operate,  navigate,  or 
employ. 

Subpart  B — Numbering 
§173.11  Applirabilily. 

This  subptart  applies  to  each  vessel 
equipped  with  propulsion  machinery  of 
any  type  used  on  waters  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States  and  on 
the  high  seas  beyond  the  territorial  seas 
for  vessels  owned  in  the  United  States 
except — 

(a)  Foreign  vessels  temporarily  using 
waters  subject  to  U.S.  jurisdiction: 

(b)  Military  or  public  vessels  of  the 
United  States,  except  recreational-type 
public  vessels; 

(c)  A  vessel  whose  owner  is  a  State  or 
subdivision  thereof,  which  is  used  prin¬ 
cipally  for  governmental  purposes,  and 
which  is  clearly  identifiable  as  such; 

(d)  Ships’  lifeboats; 

(e)  A  vessel  which  has  or  is  required 
to  have  a  valid  marine  document  as  a 
vessel  of  the  United  States. 

§  173.13  Exempt  ionx. 

Where  the  Coast  Guard  issues  num¬ 
bers,  the  following  classes  of  vessels  are 
exempt,  under  section  19(a)  of  the  Act. 
from  the  numbering  provisions  of  the 
Act  and  this  part; 

(a)  A  vessel  that  is  used  exclusively 
for  racing. 

(b)  A  vessel  equipped  with  propulsion 
machinery  of  less  than  10  horsepower 
tha^^“ 
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(1)  Is  owned  by  the  owner  of  a  vessel 
for  which  a  valid  certificate  of  number 
has  been  issued; 

(2)  Displays  the  number  of  that  num¬ 
bered  vessel  followed  by  the  sufiQx  “1”  in 
the  manner  prescribed  in  §  173.27;  and 

(3)  Is  used  as  a  tender  for  direct 
transportation  between  that  vessel  and 
the  shore  and  for  no  other  purpose. 

§173.15  Vessel  number  required. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  §  173.17,  no 
person  may  use  a  vessel  to  which  this 
part  applies  unless — 

(1)  It  has  a  number  issued  on  a  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  by  the  issuing  author¬ 
ity  in  the  State  in  which  the  vessel  is 
principally  used;  and 

(2)  The  number  is  displayed  as  de¬ 
scribed  in  §  173.27. 

(b)  This  section  does  not  apply  to  a 
vessel  for  which  a  valid  temporary  cer¬ 
tificate  has  been  issued  to  its  owner  by 
the  issuing  authority  in  the  State  in 
which  the  vessel  is  principally  used. 

§  173.17  Reciprocity. 

(a)  Subsection  18(c)  of  the  Act  states: 

When  a  vessel  Is  actually  numbered  in 

the  State  of  principal  use.  it  shall  be  con¬ 
sidered  as  in  compliance  with  the  number¬ 
ing  system  requirements  of  any  State  in 
which  it  is  temporarily  used. 

(b)  Subsection  18(_d)  of  the  Act 
states: 

When  a  vessel  is  removed  to  a  new  State 
of  principal  use,  the  Issuing  authority  of 
that  State  shall  recognize  the  validity  of  a 
number  awarded  by  any  other  Issuing  au¬ 
thority  for  a  period  of  at  least  60  days  be¬ 
fore  reqviiring  numbering  in  the  new  State. 

§173.19  Other  numbers  prohibited. 

No  person  may  use  a  vessel  to  which 
this  part  applies  that  has  any  number 
that  is  not  issued  by  an  issuing  author¬ 
ity  for  that  vessel  on  its  forward  half. 

§  173.21  Certificate  of  number  required. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  SS  173.13 
and  173.17,  no  person  may  use  a  vessel 
to  which  this  part  applies  unless  it  has 
on  board — 

(1)  A  valid  certificate  of  number  or 
temporary  certificate  for  that  vessel  is¬ 
sued  by  the  issuing  authority  in  the 
State  in  which  the  vessel  is  principally 
used;  or 

(2)  For  the  vessel  described  in  para¬ 
graph  (b)  of  this  section,  a  copy  of  the 
lease  or  rental  agreement,  signed  by  the 
owner  or  his  authorized  representative 
and  by  the  persem  leasing  or  renting  the 
vessel,  that  cemtains  at  least — 

(i)  The  vessel  number  that  appears  on 
the  certificate  of  number;  and 

(ii)  The  period  of  time  for  which  the 
vessel  is  leased  or  rented. 

(b)  Section  20(a)  of  the  Act  states 
in  part: 

The  certificate  of  number  for  vessels  less 
than  26  feet  In  length  and  leased  or  rented 
to  another  for  the  latter’s  noncommercial 
use  of  less  than  24  hours  may  be  retained  on 
shore  by  the  vessel's  owner  or  his  representa¬ 
tive  at  the  place  from  which  the  vessel  de¬ 
parts  or  returns  to  the  possession  of  the 
owner  or  his  representative. 


§  173.23  Inspection  of  certificate. 

Each  person  using  a  vessel  to  which 
this  part  applies  shall  present  the  cer¬ 
tificate  or  lease  or  rental  agreement  re¬ 
quired  by  §  173.21  to  any  Federal,  State, 
or  local  law  enforcement  officer  for  in¬ 
spection  at  his  request. 

§  173.25  Location  of  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

No  person  may  use  a  vessel  to  which 
this  part  applies  unless  the  certificate  or 
lease  or  rental  agreement  required  by 
§  173.21  is  carried  on  board  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  can  be  handed  to  a  per¬ 
son  authorized  imder  §  173.23  to  inspect 
it. 

§  173.27  Numbers:  Display;  size;  color. 

(a)  Each  niunber  required  by  §  173.15 
must— 

(1)  Be  painted  on  or  permanently  at¬ 
tached  to  each  side  of  the  forward  half 
of  the  vessel  except  as  allowed  by  para¬ 
graph  (b)  or  required  by  paragraph  (c) 
of  this  section; 

(2)  Be  in  plain  vertical  block  char¬ 
acters  of  not  less  than  3  inches  in  height; 

(3)  Contrast  with  the  color  of  the 
background  and  be  distinctly  visible  and 
legible; 

(4)  Have  spaces  or  hyphens  that  are 
equal  to  the  width  of  a  letter  other  than 
“I”  or  a  number  other  than  “1”  between 
the  letter  and  number  groupings  (Ex¬ 
ample:  DC  5678  EF  or  DC-5678-EF) ; 
and 

(5)  Read  from  left  to  right. 

(b)  When  a  vessel  is  used  by  a  manu¬ 
facturer  or  by  a  dealer  for  testing  or 
demonstrating,  the  number  may  be 
painted  on  or  attached  to  removable 
plates  that  are  temporarily  but  firmly 
attached  to  each  side  of  the  forward 
half  of  the  vessel. 

(c)  On  vessels  so  configured  that  a 
number  on  the  hull  or  superstructure 
would  not  be  easily  visible,  the  munber 
must  be  painted  on  or  attached  to  a 
backing  plate  that  is  attached  to  the 
forward  half  of  the  vessel  so  that  the 
number  is  visible  from  each  side  of  the 
vessel. 

(d)  Each  number  displayed  on  a 
tender  exempted  under  S  173.13  must 
meet  the  requirements  of  paragraph  (a) 
of  this  section  and  have  a  space  or 
hyphen  that  is  equal  to  the  width  of  a 
letter  other  than  “I”  or  a  number  other 
than  “1”  between  the  suffix  and  the 
number.  (Example:  DC  5678  EF  1  or 
DC-5678-EF-1.) 

§  173.29  Notification  to  issuing  author¬ 
ity. 

A  person  whose  name  appears  as  the 
owner  of  a  vessel  on  a  certificate  of 
number  shall,  within  15  days,  notify  the 
issuing  authority  in  a  manner  prescribed 
by  the  issuing  authority  of — 

(a)  Any  change  in  his  address; 

(b)  The  theft  or  recovery  of  the 
vessel: 

(c)  The  loss  or  destruction  of  a  valid 
certificate  of  number; 


(d)  The  transfer  of  all  or  part  of  his 
interest  in  the  vessel;  and 

(e)  The  destruction  or  abandonment 
of  the  vessel. 

§  173.31  Surrender  of  eerlificnle  of 
number. 

A  person  whose  name  appears  as  the 
owner  of  a  vessel  on  a  certificate  of 
nvunber  shall  surrender  the  certificate 
in  a  manner  prescribed  by  the  Issuing 
authority  within  15  days  after  it  be¬ 
comes  invalid  under  paragraph  (b),  (c), 
(d),  or  (e)  of  §  173.77. 

§  173.33  Removal  of  number. 

The  person  whose  name  appears  on  a 
certificate  of  number  as  the  owner  of  a 
vessel  shall  remove  the  number  and  vali¬ 
dation  sticker  from  the  vessel  when — 

(a)  The  vessel  is  documented  by  the 
Coast  Guard; 

(b)  The  certificate  of  number  is  in¬ 
valid  imder  paragraph  (c)  of  §  173.77;  or 

(c)  The  vessel  is  no  longer  principally 
used  in  the  State  where  the  certificate 
was  issued. 

§  173.35  Coast  Guard  validation  sticker. 

No  person  may  use  a  vessel  except  a 
vessel  exempted  in  §  173.13  that  has  a 
number  issued  by  the  Coast  Guard  un¬ 
less  it  has  the  validation  sticker  issued 
with  the  certificate  of  number  displayed 
within  6  inches  of  the  number. 

Subpart  C — Casualty  and  Accident 
Reporting 

§  173.51  Applicability. 

(a)  This  subpart  applies  to  each  ves¬ 
sel  used  on  waters  subject  to  the  jurisdic¬ 
tion  of  the  United  States  and  on  the  high 
seas  beyond  the  territorial  seas  for  vessels 
owned  in  the  United  States  that — 

(1)  Is  used  by  its  operator  for  recrea¬ 
tional  purposes;  or 

(2)  Is  required  to  be  numbered  under 
this  part. 

(b)  This  subpart  does  not  apply  to  a 
vessel  required  to  have  a  certificate  of 
inspection  under  Chapter  I  of  Title  46, 
Code  of  Federal  Regulations. 

§  173.53  Immediate  notification  of  death 
or  di!«appearance. 

(a)  When,  as  a  result  of  an  occurrence 
that  involves  a  vessel  or  its  equipment,  a 
person  dies  or  disappears  from  a  vessel, 
the  operator  shall,  without  delay,  by  the 
quickest  means  available,  notify  the 
nearest  reporting  authority  listed  in  Ap¬ 
pendix  A  of  this  part  of — 

(1)  The  date,  time,  and  exact  location 
of  the  occurrence; 

(2)  The  name  of  each  person  who  died 
or  disappeared; 

(3)  The  number  and  name  of  the  ves¬ 
sel;  and 

(4)  The  names  and  addresses  of  the 
owner  and  operator. 

(b)  When  the  operator  of  a  vessel  can¬ 
not  give  the  notice  required  by  paragraph 
(a)  of  this  section,  each  person  on  board 
the  vessel  shall  notify  the  casualty  re¬ 
porting  authority  or  determine  that  the 
notice  has  been  given. 
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§  173.53  Report  of  casually  or  accident. 

(a)  The  operator  of  a  vessel  shall  sub¬ 
mit  the  casualty  or  accident  report  pre¬ 
scribed  in  S  173.57  to  the  reporting  au¬ 
thority  prescribed  in  §  173.59  when,  as  a 
result  of  an  occurrence  that  involves  the 
vessel  or  its  equipment — 

(1)  A  perstHi  dies; 

(2)  A  person  loses  consciousness  or 
receives  medical  treatment  or  is  disabled 
for  more  than  24  hours; 

(3)  Damage  to  the  vessel  and  other 
property  damage  totals  more  than  $100; 
or 

(4)  A  person  disappears  from  the  ves¬ 
sel  under  circumstances  that  indicate 
death  or  injury. 

(b)  A  report  required  by  this  section 
must  be  made — 

(1)  Within  48  hours  of  the  occiu-rence 
If  a  person  dies  within  24  hours  of  the 
occurrence; 

(2)  Within  48  hours  of  the  occurrence 
if  a  person  loses  consciousness  or  receives 
medical  treatment  or  is  disabled  for  more 
than  24  hours  or  disappears  from  a  ves¬ 
sel;  and 

(3)  Within  5  days  of  the  occurrence 
or  death  if  an  earlier  report  is  not  re¬ 
quired  by  this  paragraph. 

(c)  When  the  operator  of  a  vessel  can¬ 
not  submit  the  casualty  or  accident  re¬ 
port  required  by  paragraph  (a)  of  this 
section,  the  owner  shall  submit  the 
casualty  or  accident  report. 

§  173.57  Casually  or  arrident  report. 

Each  report  required  by  §  173.55  must 
be  in  writing,  dated  upon  completion,  and 
signed  by  the  person  who  prepared  it  and 
must  contain,  if  available,  at  least  the 
following  informaticm  about  the  casualty 
or  accident: 

(a)  The  numbers  and  names  of  each 
vessel  involved. 

(b)  The  name  and  address  of  each 
owner  of  each  vessel  involved. 

(c)  The  name  of  the  nearest  city  or 
town,  the  county,  the  State,  and  the  body 
of  water. 

(d)  The  time  and  date  the  casualty  or 
accident  occurred. 

(e)  The  location  on  the  water. 

(f)  The  visibility,  weather,  and  water 
conditions. 

(g)  The  estimated  air  and  water 
temperatures. 

(h)  The  name,  address,  age,  or  date 
of  birth,  telephone  number,  vessel  op¬ 
erating  experience,  and  boating  safety 
training  of  the  operator  making  the 
report. 

(i)  The  name  and  address  of  each 
operator  of  each  vessel  involved. 

(j)  The  number  of  persons  on  board 
or  towed  on  skiis  by  each  vessel. 

(k)  The  name,  address,  and  date  of 
birth  of  each  person  injured  or  killed. 

(l)  The  cause  of  each  death. 

(m)  Weather  forecasts  available  to, 
and  weather  reports  used  by,  the  opera¬ 
tor  before  and  during  the  use  of  the 
vessel. 

(n)  The  name  and  address  of  each 
owner  of  property  involved. 

(o)  The  availability  and  use  of  per¬ 
sonal  flotation  devices. 
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(p)  The  type  and  amount  of  each  Are 
extinguisher  used. 

(q)  The  nature  and  extent  of  each 
injury. 

(r)  A  description  of  all  property  dam¬ 
age  and  vessel  damage  with  an  estimate 
of  the  cost  of  all  repairs. 

(s)  A  description  of  each  equipment 
failure  that  caused  or  contributed  to  the 
cause  of  the  casualty. 

(t)  A  description  of  the  vessel  casualty 
or  accident. 

(u)  The  type  of  vessel  operation 
(cruising,  drifting.  Ashing,  himting,  ski¬ 
ing,  racing,  or  other),  and  the  type  of 
accident  (capsizing,  sinking.  Are,  or  ex¬ 
plosion  or  other) , 

(v)  The  opinion  of  the  person  making 
the  report  as  to  the  cause  of  the  casualty. 

(w)  The  make,  model,  type  (open, 
cabin,  house,  or  other),  beam  width  at 
widest  point,  length,  depth  from  tran¬ 
som  to  keel,  horsepower,  propulsion  (out¬ 
board,  inboard,  inboard  outdrive,  sail,  or 
other),  fuel  (gas,  diesel,  or  other),  con¬ 
struction  (wood,  steel,  aluminum,  plas¬ 
tic,  Aberglass,  or  other),  and  year  built 
(model  year),  of  the  reporting  opera¬ 
tor’s  vessel. 

(x)  The  name,  address,  and  telephone 
number  of  each  witness. 

(y)  The  manufacturer’s  hull  identifl- 
cation  number,  if  any,  of  the  reporting 
operator’s  vessel. 

(z)  The  name,  address,  and  telephone 
number  of  the  person  submitting  the 
report. 

§  173.39  Where  to  report. 

A  report  required  by  S  173.55  must  be 
submitted  to — 

(a)  ’The  reporting  authority  listed  in 
Appendix  A  of  this  part  where  the  vessel 
niunber  was  issued,  or,  if  the  vessel  has 
no  number,  where  the  vessel  is  principally 
used;  or 

(b)  The  reporting  authority  where  the 
casualty  or  accident  occurred,  if  it  oc¬ 
curred  outside  the  State  where  the  vessel 
is  numbered  or  principally  used. 

Subpart  D — Issue  of  Certificate  of 
Number 

§  173.71  Application  for  certificate  of 
number. 

Any  person  who  is  the  owner  of  a 
vessel  to  which  5  173.11  applies  may  ap¬ 
ply,  for  a  certificate  of  number  for  that 
vessel  by  su’omitting  to  the  Issuing  au¬ 
thority,  listed  in  Appendix  A  of  this  part, 
where  the  vessel  wUl  principally  be 
used — 

(a)  An  £q>plication  on  a  form  and  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  the  Issuing  au¬ 
thority;  and 

(b)  ’Ihe  fee  required  by  the  issuing 
authority. 

§  173.73  Duplicate  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

If  a  certificate  of  number  is  lost  or 
destroyed,  the  person  whose  name  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  certificate  as  the  owner  may 
apply  for  a  duplicate  certificate  by  sub¬ 
mitting  to  the  Issuing  authority  that 
Issued  the  certificate — 
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(a)  An  £q;>pUcation  on  a  form  or  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  the  issuing  author¬ 
ity;  and 

(b)  The  fee  required  by  the  issuing 
authority,  if  any. 

§  173.75  Temporary  certificate. 

A  temporary  certificate  valid  for  not 
more  than  60  days  after  it  is  issued  may 
be  issued  by  an  issuing  authority  pend¬ 
ing  the  issue  of  a  certificate  of  number.  A 
temporary  certificate  is  not  valid  after 
the  date  that  the  owner  receives  the  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  from  the  issuing 
authority.  ’ 

§  173.77  Validity  of  certificate  of  num- 
l»er. 

(a)  Except  as  provided  in  paragraphs 
(b).  (c),  (d).  and  (e)  of  this  section,  a 
certificate  of  number  is  valid  tmtil  the 
date  of  expiration  prescribed  by  the  is¬ 
suing  authority. 

(b)  A  certificate  of  number  Issued  by 
an  issuing  authority  is  invalid  after  the 
date  upon  which — 

(1)  The  vessel  is  dociunented  or  re¬ 
quired  to  be  documented  tmder  Part  67 
of  Title  46.  Code  of  Federal  Regulations; 

(2)  ’The  person  whose  name  appears  on 
the  certificate  of  number  as  owner  of  the 
vessel  transfers  all  of  his  ownership  in 
the  vessel;  or 

(3)  The  vessel  is  destroyed  or 
abandoned. 

(c)  A  certificate  of  number  Issued  by 
an  Issuing  authority  is  invalid  if — 

(1)  ’The  application  for  the  certificate 
of  number  contains  a  false  or  fraudulent 
statement;  or 

(2)  The  fees  for  the  Issuance  of  the 
certificate  of  number  are  not  paid. 

(d)  A  certificate  of  number  is  invalid 
60  days  after  the  day  on  which  the  ves¬ 
sel  is  no  longer  principally  used  in  the 
State  where  the  certificate  was  issued. 

(e)  The  certificate  of  number  is  in¬ 
valid  when  the  person  whose  name  ap¬ 
pears  on  the  certificate  involuntarily 
loses  his  interest  in  the  numbered  vessel 
by  legal  process. 

§  173.79  Expiration  of  Coast  Guard  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number. 

A  certificate  of  number  issued  by  the 
Coast  Ouard  expires  3  years  from  the 
date  it  is  issued. 

§  173.81  Coast  Guard  forms  for  num¬ 
bering  and  casually  reporting. 

(a)  In  a  State  where  the  Coast  Ouard 
is  the  issuing  authority,  the  following 
Coast  Guard  forms  must  be  used : 

(1)  Elach  application  for  a  certificate 
of  number  or  renewal  must  be  made  on 
two-part  Form  CX3-3876  and  3876A.  Ap¬ 
plication  for  Number  and  Temporary 
Certificate. 

(2)  Each  notification  required  by 

S  173.29(b)  must  be  made  on  Form  CG- 
2921,  Notification  of  (Change  in  Status  of 
Vessel. 

(3)  Each  notification  required  by 

$  173.29(a)  must  be  made  on  Form  CG- 
3920,  Change  of  Address  Notice. 

(4)  Each  notification  required  by 

§  173.29(c)  must  be  made  in  writing. 

(5)  Each  application  for  a  duplicate 
certificate  of  number  must  be  made  on 
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two-part  Form  CG-3919  and  CO-3919A, 
Application  for  Duplicate  Certificate  of 
Number  and  Temporary  Duplicate  Cer¬ 
tificate. 

(6)  Each  vessel  casualty  required  to  be 
reported  by  §  173.55  must  be  made  on 
Form  CG-3865. 

(b)  Each  surrender  of  a  certificate  of 
number  required  by  S  173.31  may  be  made 
in  any  form  but  must  contain  a  written 
statement  as  to  why  the  certificate  is 
being  surrendered. 

§  173.83  Availability  of  Coant  Guard 
forms. 

In  a  State  where  the  Coast  Guard  is  the 
issuing  authority,  forms  required  by 
§  173.81  are  available  at  all  manned  Coast 
Guard  shore  units,  except  light  and  loran 
stations  and  except  for  Form  CG-3865. 
at  all  first-  and  second-class  and  some 
third-  and  fourth-class  post  ofBces. 

§  173.85  Coast  Guard  fees. 

(a)  In  a  State  where  the  Coast  Guard 
is  the  issuing  authority  the  fees  for  num¬ 
bering  are — 

(1)  Original  number  and  two  valida¬ 
tion  stickers — $6; 

(2)  Renewal  of  number  and  two  vali¬ 
dation  stickers — $6; 

(3)  Duplicate  certificate  of  number — 
$1;  and 

(4)  Replacement  of  lost  or  destroyed 
validation  sticker— $0.25  each. 

(b)  Fees  must  be  paid  by  check  or 
money  order  made  payable  to  the  “U.S. 
Coast  Guard,”  except  when  the  applica¬ 
tion  is  made  in  person  by  the  owner,  the 
fee  may  be  paid  in  cash. 

Appendix  A — ^tesoiNG  Attthohities  and 
Reporting  AnrHORiriEs 

(a)  The  State  is  the  Issuing  authority  and 
reporting  authority  in; 

STATE 

Alabama — AL.  Nebraska — NB. 

Arizona — AZ.  Nevada — NV. 

Arkansas — ^AB.  New  Jersey — NJ. 

California — CP.  New  Mexico — ^NM. 

Colorado— CL.  New  York— NY. 

Connecticut — CT.  North  Carolina — ^NC. 

Delaware — DL.  North  Dakota — ND. 

Florida— FL.  Ohio — OH. 

Georgia — GA.  Oklahoma — OK. 

Hawaii — HA.  Oregon — OR. 

Idaho— ID.  Pennsylvania — PA. 

Illinois — ^IL.  Puerto  Rico — PR. 

Indiana — ^IN.  Rhode  Island — RI. 

Iowa — ^lA.  South  Carolina — SC. 

Kansas — KA.  South  Dakota — SD. 

Kentucky — KY.  Tennessee — TN. 

Louisiana — ^LA.  Texas — ^TX. 

Maine — ME.  Utah — DT. 

Maryland — MD.  Vermont — ^VT. 

Masscu:hu8etts — MS.  Virginia — 'VA. 
Michigan — MC.  Virgin  Islands — VI. 

Minnesota — MN.  West  Virginia — WV. 

Mississippi — MI.  Wisconsin — WS. 

Missouri — ^MO.  Wyoming — ^WY. 

Montana — MT. 

(b)  The  Coast  Guard  is  the  issuing  author¬ 
ity  and  reporting  authority  in: 

STATE 

Alaska — AK.  Guam — GM. 

American  Samoa—  New  Hampshire — 

AS.  NH. 

District  of  CX>lum- Washington — ^WN. 
hla— DC. 


(c)  The  abbreviations  following  the  names 
of  the  State  listed  in  paragraphs  (a)  and  (b) 
are  the  two  capital  letters  that  must  be  used 
in  the  number  format  to  denote  the  State  of 
prmcipal  use  as  prescribed  in  {  174.23  of  this 
chapter. 


Subporl  A — General 

S0C 

174.1  Applicability. 

174.3  Definitions. 

174.5  Requirements  for  approval. 

174.7  Approval  procedure. 

Subporl  8— Numbering  System  Requirements 

174.11  Applicability  of  State  numbering 
system. 

174.13  Owner  or  operator  requirements. 
174.15  Validation  stickers. 

174.17  Contents  of  application  for  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number. 

174.19  Contents  of  a  certificate  of  number. 
174.21  Contents  of  temporary  certificate. 
174.23  Form  of  number. 

174.25  Size  of  certificate  of  number. 

174.27  Duration  of  certificate  of  number. 
174.29  Temporary  certificate  of  number. 
174.31  Terms  and  conditions  for  number¬ 
ing  vessels. 

Subporl  C — Casualty  Reporting  System 
Requirements 

174.101  Applicability  of  State  casualty  re¬ 
porting  system. 

174.103  Administration. 

174.105  Owner  ot  operator  casualty  report¬ 
ing  requirements. 

174.107  Contents  of  casualty  or  accident 
report. 

Subpart  D— Slate  Reports 

174.121  Forwarding  of  casualty  or  accident 
reports. 

174.123  Annual  report  of  numbered  vessels. 
174.125  Coast  Guard  address.  ^ 

Authoritt:  The  provisions  of  this  Part 
174  Issued  under  sections  18  and  39,  85  8tat. 
213,  220,  228;  46  UB.C.  1451,  1467,  1488;  49 
CFR  1.46(0)  (1). 

Subpart  A — General 

§  174.1  Applicability. 

This  part  establishes  a  standard  num¬ 
bering  system  for  vessels  and  a  uniform 
vessel  casualty  reporting  system  for  ves¬ 
sels  by  prescribing  requirements  appli¬ 
cable  to  the  States  for  the  approval  of 
State  numbering  systems. 

§  174.3  Definitions. 

As  used  in  this  part: 

(a)  “Act”  means  the  Federal  Boat 
Safety  Act  of  1971  (85  Stat.  213;  46 
U.S.C.  1451,  et  seq.) . 

(b)  “Operator”  means  the  person  who 
is  in  control  or  in  charge  of  a  vessel 
while  it  is  in  use. 

(c)  “Owner”  means  a  person  who 
claims  lawful  possession  of  a  vessel  by 
virtue  of  legal  title  or  equitable  interest 
therein  which  entitles  him  to  such 
possession. 

(d)  “Reporting  authority”  means  a 
State  where  a  numbering  system  has  been 
approved  by  the  Coast  Guard  or  the 
Coast  Guard  where  a  numbering  sys¬ 
tem  has  not  been  approved.  'Reporting 
authorities  are  listed  in  Appendix  A  of 
Part  173  of  this  chapter. 


§17-1.5  Requirements  for  approval. 

The  Commandant  approves  a  State 
niunbering  system  if  he  finds,  after  ex¬ 
amination  of  the  information  submitted 
by  a  State,  that  the  State  numbering 
system  and  vessel  casualty  reporting  sys¬ 
tem  meet  the  requirements  in  this  part 
and  the  provisions  of  sections  18  through 
24  and  section  37  of  the  Act  relating  to 
numbering  and  casualty  reporting. 

§174.7  Approval  procedure. 

To  obtain  approval  by  the  Comman¬ 
dant  of  a  numbering  system  or  of  any 
revision  to  a  numbering  system,  an  au¬ 
thorized  representative  of  the  State  must 
submit  three  copies  of  the  State  laws, 
regulations,  forms,  and  policy  state¬ 
ments,  if  any,  that  pertain  to  the  num¬ 
bering  system  or  revision  to  U.S.  Coast 
Guard  (GBL/62),  400  Seventh  Street 
SW.,  Washington,  DC  20590, 

Subpart  C — Numbering  System 
Requirements 

§  174.11  Applicability  of  State  number¬ 
ing  system. 

(a)  Except  as  allowed  in  paragraph 

(c)  of  this  section,  a  State  numbering 
system  must  require  the  numbering  of 
vessels  to  which  §  173.11  of  this  chapter 
applies. 

(b)  A  State  numbering  system  may  re¬ 
quire  the  numbering  of  any  vessel  sub¬ 
ject  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  un¬ 
less  prohibited  by  the  regulations  in 
Part  173  of  this  chapter. 

(c)  A  State  numbering  system  may 
exempt  from  its  numbering  requirements 
any  vessel  or  class  of  vessels  to  which 
§  173.13  of  this  chapter  applies. 

§  174.13  Owner  or  operator  require¬ 
ments. 

A  State  niunbering  system  must  con¬ 
tain  the  requirements  applicable  to  an 
owner  or  a  person  operating  a  vessel 
that  are  prescribed  in  the  following  sec¬ 
tions  of  Part  173  of  this  chapter: 

(a)  Paragraph  (a)  of  S  173.15  Vessel 
number  required  of  this  chapter. 

(b)  Section  173.19  Other  numbers 
prohibited  of  this  chapter. 

(c)  Paragraph  (a)  of  §  173.21  Cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  required  of  this 
chapter. 

.(d)  Section  173.23  Inspection  of  cer¬ 
tificate  of  this  chapter. 

(e)  Section  173.25  Location  of  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  of  this  chapter. 

(f)  Section  173.29  Notification  to  is¬ 
suing  authority  of  this  chapter. 

(g)  Section  173.31  Surrender  of  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  of  this  chapter. 

(h)  Section  173.33  Removal  of  num¬ 
ber  of  this  chapter. 

(i)  Section  173.71  Application  for  cer¬ 
tificate  of  number  of  this  chapter. 

(j)  Section  173.73  Duplicate  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number  of  this  chapter. 

(k)  Section  173.77  Validity  of  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number  of  this  chapter. 

§174.15  Validation  stickers. 

(a)  If  a  State  issues  validation  stick¬ 
ers,  its  numbering  system  must  contain 
the  requirements  that  stickers  must  be 
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displayed  within  6  inches  of  the  number 
and  the  stickers  must  meet  the  require¬ 
ments  in  paragraphs  (b)  and  (c)  of  this 
section. 

(b)  Validation  stickers  must  be  ap¬ 
proximately  3  inches  square. 

(c)  The  year  in  which  each  validation 
sticker  expires  must  be  indicated  by  the 
colors,  blue,  international  orange,  green, 
and  red,  in  rotation  beginning  with  blue 
for  stickers  that  expire  in  1973. 

§  171.17  Contents  of  applieation  for 
eertifleate  of  number. 

(a)  Each  form  for  application  for  a 
ce.tificate  of  number  must  contain  the 
following  information; 

( I )  Name  of  the  owTier. 

<2)  Address  of  the  owner,  including 
ZIP  code. 

<  3 )  Date  of  birth  of  the  owner. 

(4)  Citizenship  of  the  owner. 

(5)  State  in  which  vessel  is  or  will  be 
principally  used. 

(6)  The  number  previously  issued  by 
an  i.ssuing  authority  for  the  vessel,  if  any. 

(7)  Whether  the  application  is  for  a 
new  number,  renewal  of  a  number,  or 
transfer  of  ownership. 

<8)  Whether  the  vessel  is  used  for 
pleasure,  rent  or  lesise,  dealer  or  manu¬ 
facturer  demonstratirai,  commercial  pas¬ 
senger  carrying,  commercial  fishing,  or 
ether  commercial  use. 

(9)  Make  of  vessel. 

(10)  Year  vessel  was  manufactured  or 
model  year. 

(II)  Manufacturer’s  hull  identifica¬ 
tion  number,  if  any. 

(12)  Overall  length  of  vessel. 

(13)  Type  of  vessel  (op«i,  cabin, 
house,  or  other) . 

(14)  Whether  the  hull  is  wood,  steel, 
aluminum,  fiberglass,  plastic,  or  other. 

(15)  Whether  the  propulsion  is  in¬ 
board,  outboard,  inboard-outdrive,  or 
sail  and  name  of  engine  manufacturer  if 
available. 

(16)  Whether  the  fuel  is  gasoline, 
diesel,  or  other. 

(17)  The  signature  of  the  owner. 

(b)  An  application  made  by  a  manu¬ 
facturer  or  dealer  for  a  number  that  is 
to  be  temporarily  affixed  to  a  vessel  for 
demonstration  or  test  purposes  may  omit 
items  9  through  16  of  paragraph  (a)  of 
this  section. 

(c)  An  application  made  by  a  person 
who  intends  to  lease  or  rent  the  vessel 
without  propulsion  machinery  may  omit 
items  15  and  16  of  paragraph  (a)  of 
this  section. 

§  17-1.19  Cunlcntx  of  a  corlificale  of 
number. 


senger  carrying  commercial  fishing  or 
other  commercial  use. 

(7)  Manufacturer’s  hull  identification 
number  (if  any). 

(8)  Make  of  vessel. 

(9)  Year  vessel  was  manufactured. 

(10)  Overall  length  of  vessel. 

(11)  Whether  the  vessel  is  an  open 
boat,  cabin  cruiser,  houseboat,  or  other 
type. 

(12)  Hull  material. 

(13)  Whether  the  propulsion  is  im- 
board,  outboard,  inboard-outdrive,  or 
sail. 

(14)  Whether  the  fuel  is  gasoline, 
diesel,  or  other. 

(15)  A  quotation  of  the  State  regula- 
tiems  pertaining  to  change  of  ownership 
or  address;  documentation,  loss,  de¬ 
struction,  abandonment,  theft,  or  re¬ 
covery  of  vessel;  carriage  of  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number  on  board  when  the  vessel 
is  in  use;  rendering  aid  in  a  boat  ac¬ 
cident;  and  reporting  of  vessel  casualties 
and  accidents. 

(b)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  to 
a  vessel  that  has  a  manufacturer’s  hull 
identification  number  assigned,  may  omit 
items  8  through  14  of  paragraph  (a)  of 
this  section  if  the  manufacturer’s  hull 
identification  number  is  plainly  marked 
on  the  certificate. 

(c)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  to 
a  manufacturer  or  dealer  to  be  used  on 
a  vessel  for  test  or  demonstration  pur¬ 
poses  may  omit  items  7  through  14  of 
paragraph  (a)  of  this  sectiwa  if  the  word 
“manufacturer”  or  “dealer”  is  plainly 
marked  on  the  certificate. 

(d)  A  certificate  of  number  issued  to 
a  vessel  that  is  to  be  rented  or  leased 
without  propulsion  machinery  may  omit 
items  13  and  14  of  paragraph  (a)  of  this 
section  if  the  words  “livery  vessel”  are 
plainly  marked  on  the  certificate. 

§  174.21  ronleni*  of  temporary  crrlifi- 
ralp. 

A  temporary  certificate  issued  pending 
the  issuance  of  a  certificate  of  number 
must  contain  the  following  information; 

(a)  Make  of  vessel. 

•  (b)  Length  of  vessel. 

(c)  Type  of  propulsion. 

(d )  State  in  which  vessel  is  principally 
used. 

(e)  Name  of  owner. 

(f)  Address  of  owner,  inculding  ZIP 
code. 

■(  g )  Signature  of  owner. 

(h)  Date  of  issuance. 

(i)  Notice  to  the  owner  that  the 
temporary  certificate  is  invalid  after  60 
days  from  the  date  of  issuance. 


(а)  Except  as  allow'ed  in  paragraphs 

(b),  (c),  and  (d)  of  this  section,  each 
certificate  of  number  must  contain  the 
following  information; 

( 1 )  Number  issued  to  the  vessel. 

( 2 )  Expiration  date  of  the  certificate. 

(3)  State  of  principal  use. 

( 4 )  Name  of  the  owner. 

(5)  Address  of  owner,  including  ZIP 
code. 

(б)  Whether  the  vessel  is  used  for 
pleasure,  rent  or  lease,  dealer  or  manu¬ 
facturer  demonstration,  commercial  pas¬ 


§  174.23  Form  of  number. 

(a)  Each  number  must  consist  of  two 
capital  letters  denoting  the  State  of  the 
issuing  authority,  as  specified  in  Ap¬ 
pendix  A  of  Part  173  of  this  chapter, 
followed  by — 

( 1 )  Not  more  than  four  numerals  fol¬ 
lowed  by  not  more  than  two  capital  let¬ 
ters  (example;  NH  1234  BD) ;  or 

(2)  Not  more  than  three  numerals  fol¬ 
lowed  by  not  more  than  three  capital 
letters  (example;  WN  567  EFQ) . 


(b)  A  number  sufi8x  must  not  include 
the  letters  “I”,  “O”,  or  “Q,”  which  may 
be  mistaken  for  numerals. 

§  174.25  Size  of  rerlirirate  of  number. 

Each  certificate  of  number  must  be 
approximately  2  Mi  by  3  Vi  Inches. 

§  174.27  Duration  of  certifirale  of  num¬ 
ber. 

A  certificate  of  number  must  not  be 
valid  for  more  than  3  years. 

§  174.29  Temporary  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber. 

A  State  may  issue  a  temporary  certifi¬ 
cate  of  number  that  is  effective  for  not 
more  than  60  days. 

§  174.31  Terms  and  conditions  for  ves¬ 
sel  numbering. 

A  State  numbering  system  may  condi¬ 
tion  the  issuance  of  a  certificate  of  num¬ 
ber  on — 

(a)  Title  to,  or  other  proof  of  owner¬ 
ship  of  a  vessel  except  a  recreational- 
tjTje  public  vessel  of  the  United  States; 
or 

(b)  The  payment  of  State  or  local 
taxes,  except  for  a  recreational-type 
public  vessel  of  the  United  States. 

Subpart  C — Casualty  Reporting 
System  Requirements 

§  17-4.101  Applicability  of  Stale  casualty 
reporting  system. 

(a)  A  State  casualty  reporting  system 
must  require  the  reporting  of  vessel 
casualties  and  accidents  involving  ves¬ 
sels  to  which  §173.51  of  this  chapter  ap¬ 
plies. 

(b)  The  State  casualty  reporting  sys¬ 
tem  may  require  vessel  casualty  or  ac¬ 
cident  reports  resulting  in  property  dam¬ 
age  of  less  than  $100. 

§  174.103  .Administration. 

’The  State  casualty  reporting  system 
must  be  administered  by  a  State  agency 
that — 

(a)  Will  provide  for  the  reporting  of 
all  casualties  and  accidents  prescribed  in 
§  173.55  of  this  chapter; 

(b)  Receives  reports  of  vessel  casual¬ 
ties  or  accidents  required  in  §  174.101; 

(c)  Reviews  accident  and  casualty  re¬ 
ports  to  assure  accuracy  and  complete¬ 
ness  of  reporting; 

(d)  Determines  the  cause  of  casualties 
and  accidents  reported; 

(e)  Notifies  the  Coast  Guard,  in 
writing,  when  a  problem  area  in  boating 
safety  peculiar  to  the  State  is  deter¬ 
mined,  together,  with  corrective  meas¬ 
ures  instituted  or  recommended;  and 

(f)  Reports  oh  vessel  numbering  and 
vessel  casualties  and  accidents  as  re¬ 
quired  In  Subpart  D  of  this  part. 

§  174.105  Owner  or  operator  eaviiully 
reporting  requirements!. 

A  State  vessel  casualty  reporting  sys¬ 
tem  must  contain  the  following  require¬ 
ments  of  Part  173  of  this  chapter  appli¬ 
cable  to  an  owner  or  a  person  operating 
a  vessel; 

(a)  Section  173.55  Report  of  casualty 
or  accident  of  this  chapter. 
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(b)  Section  173.59  Where  to  report 
of  this  chapter. 

(c)  Section  173.53  Immediate  notifi¬ 
cation  of  death  or  disappearance  of  this 
chapter. 

(d)  Section  173.57  Casualty  or  acci¬ 
dent  report  of  this  chapter. 

(e)  Section  173.61  Rendering  of  as¬ 
sistance  in  casualties  of  this  chapter. 

§  174.107  Contents  of  casualty  or  acci¬ 
dent  report  form. 

Each  form  for  reporting  a  vessel 
casualty  or  accident  must  contain  the 
information  required  in  §  173.57  of  this 
chapter. 

Subpart  D — State  Reports 

§  174.121  Forwarding  of  casualty  or  ac¬ 
cident  reports. 

Within  30  days  of  the  receipt  of  a 
casualty  or  accident  report,  each  State 
that  has  an  approved  numbering  system 
must  forward  a  copy  of  that  report  to  the 
Commander  of  the  Coast  Guard  District 
in  which  the  State  Capitol  is  located,  ex¬ 
cept  that  Ohio  and  Minnesota  must  for¬ 
ward  reports  to  the  Commander,  Ninth 
Coast  Guard  District,  and  Vermont  to  the 
Commander,  Third  Coast  Guard  District. 

§  174.123  Annual  report  of  numbered 
vessels. 

Before  March  1  of  each  year,  each 
State  that  has  an  approved  numbering 
system  must  prepare  and  submit  Coast 
Guard  Form  CGHQ-3923,  Report  of 
Certificates  of  Number  Issued  to  Boats, 
to  the  Coast  Guard. 

§  174.125  Coast  Guard  address. 

The  report  required  by  §  174.123  must 
be  sent  to  U.S.  Coast  Guard  (GBD/62). 
400  Seventh  Street  SW.,  Washington,  DC 
20590. 

Effective  date.  These  amendments  are 
effective  on  July  1, 1973. 


(Secs.  18.  39,  85  Stat.  213,  220,  228;  46  U.S.C. 
1451,  1467,  1488;  49  CFR  1.46(o)  (1)  ) 

Dated;  September  29,  1972. 

C.  R.  Bender, 

Admiral,  U.S.  Coast  Guard, 
Commandant. 
[PR  Doc.72-17046  Piled  10-6-72;8;46  amj 


Title  46— SHIPPING 

Chapter  I — Coast  Guard, 
Department  of  Transportation 

[COD  72-176R1 

SUBCHAPTER  S — NUMBERING  OF  UNDOCU¬ 
MENTED  VESSELS,  STATISTICS  ON  NUMBERING 
AND  “BOATING  ACCIDENT  REPORTS  ’  AND 
ACCIDENT  STATISTICS 

part  171— standards  for 
NUMBERING 

PART  172— INTERPRETIVE  RULINGS— 
FEDERAL  BOATING  ACT  AND  ACT 
OF  APRIL  25,  1940,  AS  AMENDED 

PART  173— BOATING  ACCIDENTS, 
REPORTS,  AND  STATISTICAL  INFOR¬ 
MATION 

Revocation 

The  purpose  of  the  amendments  in  this 
document  is  to  revoke  Peuts  171, 172,  and 
173  of  Subchapter  S  of  Title  46,  Code  of 
Federal  Regulations. 

A  notice  of  proposed  rule  making  was 
published  in  the  April  19,  1972,  issue  of 
the  Federal  Register  (37  F.R.  7751)  pro¬ 
posing  the  establishment  of  a  standard 
numbering  system  for  vessels  required  to 
be  numbered  by  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 
Act  of  1971  (85  Stat.  213;  46  U.S.C.  1451, 
et  seq.)  and  a  uniform  reporting  system 
of  casualties  and  accidents  involving  ves¬ 
sels  subject  to  the  Federal  Boat  Safety 


Act  of  1971.  The  Coast  Guard  issued  the 
notice  as  a  proposed  revision  of  Sub¬ 
chapter  S  of  Title  46,  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations. 

On  page  21396  of  this  issue  of  the  Fed¬ 
eral  Register,  a  rule  is  published  based 
on  the  notice  of  proposed  rule  making  of 
April  19,  1972.  In  that  document,  it  is 
explained  that  the  amendments  are  made 
to  Subchapter  S  of  Title  33,  Code  of  Fed¬ 
eral  Regulations,  which  was  established 
in  the  July  7,  1972,  issue  of  the  Federal 
Register  (37  F.R.  13346)  to  contain  the 
regulations  implementing  the  Federal 
Boat  Safety  Act  of  1971. 

The  amendments  in  this  document  re¬ 
voke  Parts  171,  172,  and  173  of  Sub¬ 
chapter  S,  Title  46,  Code  of  Federal 
Relations  because  they  are  superseded 
by  the  regulations  promulgated  on  page 
21396  of  this  issue  of  the  Federal  Regis¬ 
ter.  Since  the  explanation  in  the  April  19, 
1972,  notice  of  proposed  rule  making  fully 
explained  the  proposed  revision  of  Sub¬ 
chapter  S  of  Title  46,  Code  of  Federal 
Regulations  and  the  public  participated 
in  that  rule  making  by  submitting  oral 
and  written  comments,  and  additional 
notification  of  the  change  in  codification 
is  considered  unnecessary  because  there 
has  been  no  substantive  change  in  the 
regulations  as  proposed. 

In  consideration  of  the  foregoing.  Sub¬ 
chapter  S  of  Title  46,  Code  of  Federal 
Relations  is  amended  as  follows: 

1.  By  revoking  Parts  171,  172  and  173, 

Effective  date.  These  amendments  are 
effective  on  July  1, 1973. 

(Sec.  39,  85  Stat.  213,  228;  46  U.S.C.  1488;  46 
CFR  1.46(0)  (1)) 

Dated:  September  29,  1972. 

C.  R.  Bender, 

Admiral,  U.S.  Coast  Guard, 
Commandant. 

[FR  Doc.72-17046  PUed  10-6-72;8:46  amJ 
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